
February Art Literacy Project 
 
Artist – Vincent Van Gogh (1853-
1890) Dutch Post-Impressionist 
 
Van Gogh is considered the greatest modern 
Dutch painter, and is one of the most 
influential and revered Post-Impressionist 
painters. He painted only for about ten years 
of his adult life, and sold only one painting 
during his lifetime.  
 
Van Gogh was influenced by the 
Impressionists and also by the Japanese ukiyo-
e artists such as Hokusai. This can be seen in 
the flatness and broad expanses of color used 
in his art. He took that influence, however, 

and then exagerrated texture and color to create his own distinctive style. His work was also very much 
influenced by his mental health (he committed himself to an asylum for his depression and for late-
diagnosed epilepsy). He thought art should show the inner feelings of the artist more than the subject 
matter, and said, “What lives in art and is eternally living, is first of all the painter, and then the 
painting.” 
 
Vincent’s brother, Theo, supported his painting career throughout his life. After their deaths, Theo’s 
wife published their correspondence. We know much of his life, and his remarkable bond with his 
brother, because of these letters.  
 

Elements & Principles – TEXTURE and Rhythm 

Texture – The surface quality, either actual or simulated, of the artwork. Simulated texture is when an 
artist paints so that the surface appears to have a texture, so that you visually perceive the texture of 
the painted subject. Van Gogh laid thick brushstrokes of paint, creating actual physical texture and 
layering in his artwork.
 
Rhythm – The repetition of elements (color, line, shape) across a work of art creates a rhythm, and helps 
to create the visual movement in the painting. Ven Gogh used a repeated heavy painted brushstroke 
which create flow, rhythm, and breaks in the visual movement in his paintings. 
 
Project –  
 
Students will create their own version of a Van Gogh painting. They will use an impasto technique, 
building up layers of paint to create an artwork with texture. 
 
We’ve attached the coloring page of Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” just for fun! Your child can color it, can 
give it to a younger sibling… You can color it, if you like. We just hope it helps start a conversation about 
art. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


